
GOOD NEWS
Number 23  l  July 2016

The Newsletter of the Catholic Schools Office

Catholic
 

GAUTENG

Schools
Office

e-mail: admin@cso.za.org  
www.cso.za.org

Johannesburg 
Telephone 011 447 9219/9211     Fax 0865684479 

preToria  
Telephone 012 321 2094        

Catholic Schools Week ........................................2
Bible Quizzes ......................................................3
Grade 11 Masses ................................................4
Leadership Course + Pretoria News ...................5
RE Cluster + Principal’s Meeting ........................6
RE Forum ...........................................................  7
CSO Annual Special Meeting ..............................8
School News .......................................................9
Sports News ..............................................10 - 11
Upcoming Events .............................................12

INSIDE

Catholic 
Schools Week
Catholic Schools’ Week began 
this year on Sunday 5 June 2016 
when Catholic schools addressed 
their Parishes at their respective 
Masses on the significance and 
responsibilities of Catholic schools in 
education.  

As guidance in their preparation for the 
week, a poster for primary schools was 
designed to emphasise the importance 
of the Year of Mercy with the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy of the 
Church prominently positioned.

During the week some schools displayed 
banners outside the schools and 
various activities took place to show 
the school’s appreciation to the staff, 
parents, grandparents and wider school 
community for their contribution to 
Catholic Education.  

Emaromeni Primary – Grade 7 learners leading the decades of the Rosary

St Benedict’s Prep 

De La Salle Holy Cross College
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St Theresa’s Coronationville

Catholic Schools Week

St Catherine’s School Germiston
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Malvern Parish 
St Benedicts College

Mrs Chabane (Principal of Lourdes Primary School)

St Dominic’s School

Assumption Convent, Holy Rosary School and St Benedict’s College Pilgrimage Walk to the Doors of Mercy at Shoenstatt Shine
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Report on Bible 
Quizzes
In Johannesburg, both the St Augustine 
Bible Quiz held on Saturday 21 May and 
the St Jerome Bible Quiz held on the 
27 and 28 May 2016 were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all the participants and 
spectators.  The Quiz Master was Chris 
Reed. His light-hearted and relaxed 
manner put the young people at ease and 
contributed to the success of the event.   
The thoughtful arrangements made 
by the host schools to accommodate 
the participants and their supporters 
also enabled the quizzes to go off very 
smoothly with the results being a just 
reward for all the hard studying by the 
learners. The Pretoria Bible Quiz was held 
on the 22nd April 2016 for the first time 
at CBC Mount Edmund and Peter Ross 
was the Quiz Master. 

The Pretoria Bible 
quiz was held for the first time on 
22 April 2016. Grade 6 and 7 learners 
participated in the quiz. In preparation, 
schools had to study the Acts of the 
apostles. CBC hosted the event and Peter 
Ross (Principal of CBC Mount Edmund) 
was the quiz master. 

Results:
1st place: St Paulus Primary School
2nd place: St Paulus Primary School
3rd place: Iona Convent

St Augustine’s Bible Quiz
primary schools

1st place: Lourdes Primary School
2nd place: Lourdes Primary School
3rd place: Mayfair Convent

high schools

St Matthews Secondary School
McAuley House 
St Matthews Secondary School and St 
David’s Marist Inanda 

St Jerome Bible Quiz
primary school

1st Place: Assumption Convent
2nd place: St Catherine’s School 
Germiston
3rd place: St Thomas Aquinas

high school

1st place: St Benedict’s College
2nd place: Assumption Convent
3rd place: Assumption Convent

 Assumption Convent and St Catherine’s 
School, Germiston

 Chris Reed 

Peter Ross (Principal of CBC Mount Edmund)

 Lourdes Primary School St Matthews Secondary School

St Benedict’s College

The winning teams!
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Grade 11 Masses were 
held at Christ the King Cathedral on 18 
and 19 May.

Fr Shaun van Lillienvelt was the main 
celebrant with Frs Tebogo and Mokesh 
assisting on the Wednesday. His Grace, 
Lordship Bishop Duncan celebrated Mass 
with Fr Mokesh on Thursday.

Schools were once again very generous 
with their donations of non-perishable 
goods for the Mercy Sister’s Shelter, Wits 
Hospice and the Cathedral Soup Kitchen. 
This reminded everyone that Pope 
Francis appeals to us in the Year of Mercy 
to be People of Mercy and assist in any 
way towards relieving the misery of the 
hungry and needy in our community.

An After Mass Activity was held in the hall 
and the Praise and Worship Session was 
enjoyed by all learners.

Pretoria Grade 7 
Mass was hosted on 20 May at 
Assumption Convent. Nine schools 
participated and Fr Patrick Rakeketsi 
celebrated the Mass.  Each school 
read a prayer and the singing was 
led by the Principal and Deputy 
Head of Assumption Convent. We 
thank Assumption Convent for their 
preparation.



Update on CSO Spirited 
Leadership Course
Module two of the Leadership Course 
was presented by Raymond Perrier on 1 
April at De La Salle Holy Cross College. 
This session focused on the importance 
of connecting one’s personal spirituality 
with a leadership role in a Catholic 
School. Modules three and four were 
presented on 12 and 13 May  at Koinonia  
by Graeme Edwards, Head of St David’s 
Preparatory School , and focused on:

The Principals’ Forum 
was held on 4 May at St Gemma’s 
Primary School in Tembisa. The meeting 
started with a presentation on POPI, 
which deals with the security of personal 
information. The principals then planned 
the upcoming term events. We are 
grateful to St Gemma’s for hosting us.

Fr Russell Pollitt
Finance and strategic Management 

Knowing where you are going and having the money to fund your vision are critical 
considerations for all educational leaders. This module explores the principles of 
strategic planning and the implementation of these through financial management 
considerations.

perspectives of educational leadership

Identifying your preferred leadership style is but part of the journey to enacting effective 
educational leadership. This module critiques different perspectives of leadership and 
challenges each participant to a deeper conceptualization of situational malleability 
within their own context. Fr Russell Pollitt presented a session on the process of 
discernment as a key component of the spirituality of leadership. 

Graeme Edwards

The RE Seminar was 
held on 11 May at the Denis Adami 
Centre, and was well attended by both 
RE coordinators and RE teachers. Fr. 
Musa of the Stigmatine Order spoke 
about different forms of prayer and 
the benefits of being a prayerful 
teacher. Teachers gained much from 
his presentation and also had an 
opportunity to plan lessons on prayer, 
using the scripture readings given by Fr 
Musa.

Pretoria news
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RE Clusters
RE teachers are once again meeting in 
small clusters at different schools this 
year. These groups have been formed 
to simplify contact between schools in 
close proximity, allowing them to share 
lesson ideas, resources and encouraging 
the exchange of lesson material. The 
groups are arranged in South/West, 
North/Central and East Rand clusters and 
meet three times a year. The next cluster 
meetings will take place in September.

Principals’ Meeting
A Principals’ Meeting was held on 10 May at Shanahan Park.  
An update was given on the GDE and Colin northmore 
shared his travel experience in the USA, fundraising and 
other education matters. 

He also reminded principals of some issues:

l Who are we?  l  Who do we have the potential to be?
l Who do we want to be?  l  How do we get there?

Principals appreciated the opportunity to discuss 
fundraising issues and learn more about 
fundraising applications.

Colin Northmore

East Rand Cluster

North/Central  Cluster

South/West Cluster
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RE FORUM
To further support and allow an exchange 
of views, a forum for RE Co-ordinators 
was held for the first time at Maryvale 
College on 25 May. Lively discussions 
took place when those present were 
split into groups to share the contents 
of a questionnaire on ‘The role and 
challenges of the re Co-ordinator.’  

A clearer understanding of the different 
approaches that schools have towards 
the RE Co-ordinator was apparent. At the 
end of the afternoon, teachers remarked 
on how much they valued their time 
together, both getting to know each 
other and sharing their challenging but 
rewarding role. 

 Jenny Potgieter – Head of Religious 
Education, CSO
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The meeting was held on 4 June 2016 
at Brescia House School and was well 
attended by Principals and teachers.  

The meeting was opened with a 
welcome from rosa Calaca, the Director 
of CSO, followed by a prayer and a 
reflection. A report on the work done 
by the Catholic Schools’ Office, both 
in Johannesburg and Pretoria, was 
presented on Power Point. Sr Margaret 
then shared the Income and Expense 
Statements of the 2015 Finances. This 
was followed by a short presentation by 
some schools on the activities in which 
they have engaged in promoting and 
celebrating the Year of Mercy with their 
learners.  

The meeting was an occasion too in 
which the Chairlady of the Catholic 
Schools’ Board, Ms Mary Jardim, 
presented award certificates to staff who 
had achieved long service of 20 years 
and more in serving Catholic schools.  
The meeting closed with an excerpt from 
a prayer by Pope Francis for the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.

CSO Annual 
Special Meeting 

Catholic Schools Week

Mary Jardim (Chair of CSB) presenting Long 
Service Awards

Eleanor Hough (Principal of McAuley House)

Aquilla Hadebe (Teacher at Lourdes Primary 
School)

Penny Maree – Principal of Iona Convent

Stafford Billson (Head of Veritas Preparatory 
School)

Jean Carey (Principal of St Teresa’s 

Intermediate Phase)

Violet Ramathunya, CSO Pretoria, presents hampers to the happy winners of the lucky draw



La Salle Golden Jubilee
La Salle College Discovery is a Lasallian 
Catholic school founded in 1966 by the 
De La Salle Brothers. 

On Wednesday 11 May 2016, the College 
marked its Golden Jubilee with a Mass, 
concelebrated by Bishop Duncan and Fr 
Phillip, Fr Donald, Fr Terry and Fr Keith, 
all of whom are or have been closely 
associated with the College. We were 
blessed to be joined by past principals 
and teachers, the Superior for the English 
speaking sector of the De La Salle 
Brothers of Africa, Br Ghebreyesus, and 
parents, past pupils, and colleagues from 
other Catholic schools and members of 
the Catholic Schools Office.

Our choir and music team led us in a 
beautiful liturgy of song to the Lord and 
representatives from each class were 
responsible for the Readings and offering 
the bidding prayers.

After Mass, we had a wonderful social 
occasion for our Lasallian family, with the 
Bishop, in the beautifully decorated hall 
which included a place of special honour 
to Our Lady and our Founder, Saint 
John Baptist De La Salle, a French priest 
who founded the congregation to help 
educate the poor children of France.

news

Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer Champagnat 
Day Mass
On Friday, 10 June 2016, Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer celebrated their annual 
Champagnat Day Mass, an opportunity 
for our school community to come 
together and celebrate the life and 
work of our Marist founder, St Marcellin 
Champagnat, who died in France in 1840. 

2016 is a very special year for Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer as the school 
celebrates 50 years of Marist education in 
Linmeyer. Their Golden Jubilee Feast Day 
Mass was celebrated by Auxilliary Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke, who later blessed  the new 
stained glass window in the High School 
and Marcellin Jubilee Centre.

Fostering the Marist 
spirit at Sacred Heart
“Let there be among you just one heart 
and one mind.  Let it always be said of the 
Little Brothers of Mary as it were of the 
early Christians: See how they love one 
another!” – St Marcellin Champagnat, 
Founder of the Marist Brothers, a man 
devoted to Mary and dedicated to 
education. 

St Marcellin’s vision of “loving one 
another” (family spirit) rang true during 
a 3 day festival held at Sacred Heart 
College.  A soccer and netball festival 
brought together 260 Grade 7 learners 
from Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Durban.

school

special ce
lebrations
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winter 2016

FiNAL SEASON PROGRAMME

Monday 19 September Sports Leaders Day (all sports staff)

FOUNDAtiON PhASE

Saturday 30 July hockey

thursday 29 September Athletics

Saturday 15 October  tennis 

Friday 4 November Swimming Gala 

PRiMARy SChOOL

Wednesday 26 July  Public Speaking

Friday 16 September Athletics

Friday 14 October Swimming Galas (from 1st term)

Saturday 15 October  tennis 

hiGh SChOOL

Saturday 10 September Golf

Saturday 17 September Chess

Saturday 17 September U14 & U16 Basketball

tuesday 27 September Athletics

Saturday 15 October  tennis 

thursday 20 October  Swimming Gala (from 1st term) t.b.c.

Foundation 
Phase 
Sacred Heart College bravely hosted the FP netball and soccer festival.  
Thirteen schools entered the event in which 48 soccer teams and 42 
netball teams participated.  An impressive total of 96 matches were 
played in both sports by the approximately 900 participants.  A special 
well done to SHC on organising outstanding weather this year!

Primary School
At Primary School level (U13), the netball 
and soccer festival was also hosted by 
Sacred Heart and took place on Saturday 

21 May.  Thirteen schools entered 
the soccer and sixteen schools 

participated in the netball, 
which included a visiting 
Marist school from Cape 
Town, St Joseph’s.  Chess 
took place on a Tuesday 
afternoon, 31 May, this 

year and was hosted by De 
La Salle Holy Cross Junior 

School.  Eighty children from 
seven schools participated and 

seemed to thoroughly enjoy the event.  
Cross Country took place at La Salle 
College on Saturday 4 June.  Six schools 
participated in the girls’ hockey festival 
that was hosted by Brescia House School 
on Saturday 11 June.  

Sports news



High School
The age-group (U14 and / or U15) 
festivals all took place on Saturday 7 May.  
Girls’ hockey coincided with the opening 
of Holy Rosary School’s new astro, which 
added a special touch to the day, boys’ 
hockey took place at St David’s Marist 
Inanda, soccer celebrated Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer’s 50th birthday and the netball 
was hosted by St Teresa’s, Rosebank.  
The weather was kind and a splendid 
celebration of sport was enjoyed by all 
participants.

The Open soccer tournament took place 
at Sacred Heart on Saturday 14 May.  The 
girls’ final was won by Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer and the boys’ by St Thomas 
Aquinas School.  The netball meant to 
celebrate Brescia’s 50th birthday had to 
be cancelled due to rain. hockey took 
place at Randburg astro on Friday 20 
and Saturday 21 May, hosted by De La 
Salle Holy Cross College and catered by 
Assumption Convent.  In the girls’ section, 
Holy Rosary won and Brescia House was 
the runner-up.  St Benedict’s triumphed 
in the boys’ section and Veritas College 
was the runner-up.  Cross Country took 
place on Saturday 4 June at La Salle 
College.  
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Upcoming EvEnts
JoHAnnEsBURg
10 september – spring Retreat for RE teachers and teachers (st Augustine’s college)13 september – choir Festival   (Linder Auditorium)

14 september – RE Forum (venue tBA)
15 september – choir Festival  (Holy Rosary)
17 september – grade 11 Leadership Day (st David’s marist inanda)
22 september – RE seminar (st Augustine’s college)
28 september – principals’ meeting (shanahan park)14 october – grade 7 mass (Regina mundi)

pREtoRiA
principals Forum 27 July (st paulus)
RE seminar 17 August (Denis Adami centre)
teachers Forum 13 August (pre school-st paulus, Foundation phase at Assumption convent, intersen phase at iona convent, High school at Loreto convent)

music Festival 18 August (Foundation phase - cBc mount Edmund)
principals Forum 7 september (morekolodi)
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Our Prayer
As we return to our school communities, let us bring the joy of our rest and share the 
flame of hope and connection.
Let us open ourselves to a sense of peace and goodwill.  
We extend our thoughts to all those who lack shelter or love to keep them safe and 
warm. 
Let us wrap our prayers around them and each other like scarves, and wish each other 
well for the term ahead. 
May we continue to grow and open inside, ready for the spring to stretch and grow in 
the Year of Mercy.

Veritas College and St Catherine’s 
Germiston bring warmth to the 
community
Veritas Primary School learners held a “Slipper Day” on 8 June 
and collected money for the school community.

St Catherine’s Germiston had a collection for winter warmers 
which were presented at the offertory processions during 
the Masses on Friday 24 June (PS) and 
Tuesday 28 June (HS).  All in all, 15 
blankets were delivered to Sasonah 
Caring Home and a whopping 230 
winter items (which included 200 
blankets) were delivered to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 


